said. 

In answer to questions on CBS’s 
“Face the Nation,” Dole said he had 
been told by at least one senator 
that “there’s a lot of frustration,” es- 
pecially among hewer members, and 
that some of them will be writing 
him early this week to propose a 
course of action. 

Dole did not identify the senators 
or say what action they would pro- 
pose. But another Senate source 
said freshman Sen. Rick Santorum 
(R-Pa.) and several others were 
leaning toward seeking a vote of the 
Senate Republican Conference, com- 
posed of all GOP senators, to depose 
Hatfield as chairman of the appropri- 
ations panel. 

Dole criticized Hatfield, saying he 
had a responsibility as chairman of a 
major committee to support the 
GOP leadership, but declined to say 
whether he would support sanctions 
against his longtime friend. “I 
haven’t made that judgment,” he 
said. 

“Will there be some punishment?” 
Dole asked. “It’s difficult to do in the 
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to my leader. I was disturbed that 
some were using my vote to ques- 
tion his leadership. Senator Dole de- 
clined my resignation, and I proceed- 
ed to vote on the merits of the 
amendment as I saw them.” He said 
he remained committed to balancing 
the budget and it was his intention to 
“lead the Senate Appropriations 
Committee in taking steps necessary 
to reduce the deficit immediately.” 

Dole praised Hatfield for loyalty 
on other issues but questioned the 
consistency of Hatfield’s opposition 
to the balanced budget amendment, 
nothing he supported a version of 
the amendment in 1982. “It’s not 
that he’s had this forever-held view,” 
Dole said. 

Dole, who is running for the Re- 
publican presidential nomination in 
1996, also accused President Clinton 
and Senate Democratic leaders of 
using the balanced budget amend- 
ment to undercut him and his candi- 
dacy. 

“I think the president and the 
Democratic leadership in the Senate 
decided this might be a pretty good 
shot at Bob Dole, because the lead- 
ers who voted for this [amendment] 
last year voted against it this year 
with President Clinton’s blessing,” 
Dole said. 

Asked if he thought he had been 
damaged by the amendment’s loss. 
Dole said he did not think so. “You 
know, somebody asked me before, 
‘Would you rather have the amend- 
ment passed or have the issue?’ 
Well, I’d rather have the amendment 
passed, but we now have the issue,” 
he added, making it clear that — 
even while expressing his dismay 
with Hatfield for failing to deliver 
the critical vote — he will seek to 
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Sen. Mark O. Hatfield (R-Ore.), 
who was under intense Republican 
pressure to switch his vote last week 
to save the balanced budget amend- 
ment, offered to resign from the 
Senate before the vote so the party 
could win without him, Majority 
Leader Robert J. Dolg. (R-Kan.) said 
yesterday. 

Dole rejected the extraordinary 
offer, and the amendment failed for 
lack of one vote — a loss so upsetting 
to some Republicans that they are 
talking about trying to strip Hatfield 
of his chairmanship of the powerful 
Appropriations Committee, sources 


Senate.” Dole’s assessment was 
shared by aides to several other Re- 
publican senators, conservatives as 
well as moderates, who said they be- 
lieved the GOP caucus would shy 
away from what Sen. Bob Packwood 
(R-Ore.) described as “political can- 
nibalism.” 

With Hatfield voting no, the 
amendment — centerpiece of the Re- 
publican legislative agenda for early 
months of the 104th Congress — fell 
one vote short of the two-thirds ma- 
jority needed to amend the Constitu- 
tion when it came to a vote Thurs- 
day after a month-long debate. If 
Hatfield had resigned, the amend- 
ment would have been approved by 
66 of 99 members, or precisely two- 
thirds. 

Late yesterday, Hatfield issued a 
statement confirming Dole’s account 
and saying: “l made this offer out of 
loyalty to my party and out of loyalty 
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portray the Democrats as responsi- 
ble for the amendment's 

Dole’s disclosure of Hatfield’s res- 
ignation offer came as a surprise, 
even to some friends of the 72-year- 
old Oregonian, a member of the Sen- 
ate since 1967 and a leading figure 
in its small band of GOP moderates. 

“1 spent an hour with him before 
the vote,” Dole said yesterday. “I 
said, ‘Mark, this is going to be a re- 
flection on the Republicans, it’s go- 
ing to be a reflection on your leader.' 
And he indicated at that time that, if 
I wanted him to, he would resign. 
... I said, ‘That’s not an option, 
Mark. Now, whether or not he was 
serious, I don’t know,” Dole said. 

Dole’s comments followed even 
harsher criticism Saturday from Ma- 
jority Whip Trent Lott (R-Miss.), 
who said Hatfield's vote showed “an 
awful lot of arrogance” toward his 
constituents, colleagues and leaders, 
including Dole. Sen. Alfonse M. D’A- 
mato (R-N.Y.), chairman of the Re- 
publican senatorial campaign com- 
mittee, said financial support for 
Hatfield is uncertain if he r uns for a 
sixth term next year. 

Packwood was quoted by the As- 
sociated Press in Oregon as predict- 
ing that Hatfield will retain his chair- 
manship. Sen. John H. Chafee 
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(R-R.I.), a moderate whom some 
conservatives talked of opposing as 
chairman of the Environment and 
Public Works Committee last year, 
agreed and said a purge of Hatfield 
was “totally unwarranted . . . simply 
nonsense.” 

Asked about his own plans. Dole 
said he would consider stepping 
down as majority leader next year if 
he wins early presidential primary 
contests in New Hampshire and Io- 
wa. He said a 30-day leave of ab- 
sence was also a possibility. If he los- 
es New Hampshire and Iowa, “I can 
be a full-time majority leader,” he 
added. 




